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My Dream in Future

Kwansei Gakuin University

RAUNO GIFFHORN (German)
(#5527 57 : HAILERC)

After graduation from University, it is my career
aspiration to work as a journalist and foreign
correspondent in Japan with the goal to bring the
Japanese way of life closer to the people in my home
country, Due to Internet . TV and global tourism, one
might perceive the world as small. but I often noticed,
when talking with my family and friends at home, that
the German people still know very few about everyday
life in Japan and it's adjoining countries. One reason for
this might be the superficial media coverage, which is
widely emploving clichés. An example for this coverage
were the reports on the Japanese general election in
August. Even Germany's biggest TV stations either
focused on interviewing some costume players in
Harajuku. or simply mentioned the election result in
short notice. It seems that in the German news coverage
about Japan extraordinary pictures outrank serious
information.

However | believe that there are other interesting
aspects bevond established tereotypes which people are
unaware of. Most people believe Japan and Germany
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to be utterly different, but in fact both countries are facing
similar problems. For example their society and population
are continuously ageing, they lack sufficient natural
resources and their economy focuses mainly on export.
With regard to such similarities, I believe it is only
reasonable to ny and learn from each other.

In order to be prepared for my future career as
correspondent in Japan. I applied for the International
Relations Program of the Kwansei Gakuin University and |
was accepted for enrolling in April 2010

It is my ambition, not only to learn more about Japan and
it's role in international politics . but also about the societies,
cultures and political systems of the other East Asian
countries, | look forward to take up studies at such at
traditional and cosmopolitan institution like the Kwansei
Gakuin University. This will be one important step of
realizing my dream of becoming a foreign affairs journalist.

In particular I want to express my gratefulness to the
Rotary Yoneyama Memorial Foundation for the kind
acceptance and support.
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